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INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 

UNCLAS LIBREVILLE 2099 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, TP 
SUBJ: CHANGES IN GSTP 

REF: LIBREVILLE 1071 (NOTAL) 

1. GSTP HAS RECENTLY UNDERGONE FIRST MINOR RESHUFFLE 
OF CABINET CONSTITUTED AT TIME OF INDEPENDENCE AND 
REPORTED REFTEL. IN NEW LINEUP, PRESIDENT DA COSTA 
HAS TAKEN PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE FROM PRIME MINISTER TROVOADA. AT SAME TIME, 
TROVOADA AND D’ALVA HAVE TRADED PORTFOLIOS OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND ECONOMIC COORDINATION, LEAVING TROVOADA AS 
PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF ECONOMIC COORDINATION 
WHILE D'ALVA WILL SUBSEQUENTLY HANDLE FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

2. COMMENT: HAVING PRIME MINISTER RESPONIBLE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND THUS SUBJECT TO FREQUENT ABSENCES 
FROM THE COUNTRY, WAS EVIDENTLY PROVING DETRIMENTAL 
TO EFFECTIVE COORDINATION OF GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES. 
RESHUFFLE MEANS THAT TROVOADA WILL BE ABLE TO DEVOTE 
FULL TIME TO INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF STP, WITH EMPHASIS 
ON ECONOMIC ISSUES TO WHICH GSTP PLANS ACCORD TOP 
PRIORITY.STEIGMAN 
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